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Builtin 1940, the tweed-colored brick building on
the corner of Union and Sixth streets in downtown
Traverse City was once a funeral home—complete
with a somber entrance and a chapel with a wood-
beamed vaulted ceiling. By the time Traverse City
native Megan Madion took note of it, however,
the building had been repurposed as the National
Cherry Festival office. Megan, an avid runner, com-
peted for years in the annual Cherry Festival run-
ning race—even after she had moved to Chicago
to launch her marketing career. The race ended
across from the office, and she recalls thinking that
beneath the building’s benign appearance there
was the makings of a fabulous home that might
feel like an old brownstone or a commercial space
converted into a hip residence—the kind of homes
she admired in Chicago.

ADAM JABLONSKI

Fast forward some years and Megan, now moved back
to her hometown with her adopted daughter, Mae, was the
president and chief operating officer of fast-growing Hagerty
Classic Car and Boat Insurance headquartered in downtown
Traverse City. In a search to find a cool downtown space to
make her home, she found that the old Cherry Festival office
was for sale. And that’s when life started getting very, very
full—even for a woman known for her boundless energy. In
the span of several years, Megan purchased the old building,
launched a renovation—and married Dr. Mike Nizzi. Suddenly
the project turned into a home for a family of five: Megan,
Mike, Mae and Mike's two teenaged children, Lexi and Vinny.

To get it done, Megan assembled an A-list renovation team
whose nucleus included three longtime friends: architect

Opening Spread: Matching Montauk Sofas flank the great room fireplace

in what once was the funeral home chapel. The soft chairs are Sail Poufs
by Hector Serrano from Orange Skin in Chicago. The linen drapes are cus-
tom. The dining room table was made by craftsman Larry Hammond Il of
Olive Creek Furniture in Traverse City. Megan found the chairs online. The
dining room pendant lights are from the Italian company Luminaire. The
master suite sits at one end of the upstairs bridge; the children’s area is at
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the other. Built-in shelving creates lineal harmony and space for eye candy.
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This page: A homely add-on room was demolished off the Sixth Street alley side to create the manicured entrance and allow room for expansive win-
dows in the great room. The fabulous sliding barn doors are stained barn wood made by Larry Hammond Il of Traverse City’s Olive Creek Furniture.

Mae went with a Traverse City cherry theme for her bedroom—fitting given that the home once housed the Cherry Festival office. »

THIS PAGE: ADAM JABLONSKI. OPPOSITE: MICHAEL POEHLMAN
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HunterDouglas

ENERGY
SMART
STYLE

FEBRUARY 1- APRIL 25, 2015

$100 REBATE

ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:
7 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

4 Solera® Soft Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

b/ The Art of
i/ Window Dressing

idea booklet

‘ FREE |

with this ad

Warm up a room
with a cool look.

Solera® Soft Shades are designed with
a unique cellular construction to help
keep your rooms cozier in winter and

cooler in summer. Energy effciency com-

bined with a soft, sculpted look. That’s
not just cooal, it’s smart. Ask for details.
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Since 1980
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CHOICE
PROMISE

Service & Repair/Motorization Specialist
817 Bay St, Traverse City MI

Mon - Fri 9:00 to 5:30 Sat 10:00-2:00
Other Hours by Appointment

higan’s most experienced stol
se design, fabrication and se

galleries at www.sir

1760 Northern Star Drive, Traverse City o 231.929.2848

KERKSTRA PRECAST

Suzannah Tobin, builder Bradley Warren of 45th Parallel
Construction and interior designer Stephanie Wirth of the
Chicago-based Leo Designs. The overall vision, however,
was Megan’'s—one that was inspired by the British interior
designer Kit Kemp, renowned for outfitting the venerable old
structures of the Firmdale Hotel chain that she owns with
her husband, Tim, with a fresh, dramatic style.

As in a Firmdale Hotel, the Madion-home renovation
retains much of what makes the prewar structure so appealing,
including the foot-thick brick walls and the vaulted chapel
ceiling and original woodwork. Two bold remodel strokes
made those great old bones shine. The first was the addition
of many expansive, black-trimmed (Marvin) windows that
add a handsome architectural touch and usher in daylight
once choked by a scattering of tiny windows. The next grand
alteration was the removal of a wall that had separated the
chapel from offices on the ground floor and had cloistered
off the living quarters.

With the wall gone, the floor plan flows openly from the
foyer into a great room that contains the formal living and din-
ing areas, central kitchen and family space. Mahogany floors
stained in ebony and Jacobean contrast with white painted
brick walls—a surface that is repeated in the bases of the
kitchen's two cooking islands. A fireplace visible from almost
everywhere in the great room keeps the space feeling warm.
“We have it lit all day long on the weekends,” Megan says. The
space is soothing, contemporary and extremely livable.

An open staircase, that flanks the central kitchen, leads
to a loft-bridge that looks down on the great room and con-
nects the master and children’s suites For the children’s area,
Megan opted for a large playroom and small bedrooms she
calls pods—so that the children hang with the family instead
of in their rooms. The rooms, outfitted simply with built-in
desks and small closets, however, are so cozy, the kids love
spending time in them. »

231-941-1241 Making room to store all of your summer fun... 5
i s ; 9 Marty Rhein of BAC Design Group designed the master and childrens’
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SARAH BOURGEOIS

TRAVERSE CITY 231.947.2700

SBOURGEOQOIS.COM

EXCAVATING

Alpers

Complete Excavating Service
Family Owned and Operated

Municipal 4 Land Development =

For All Your Excavating Call Alpers Today!
alpersexcavating.com

* Basements * Top Soil e Land Clearing
¢ Bulldozing * Drain Fields e Land Filling
¢ Demolition * Snow Removal e Sand & Gravel

* Grading * Septic Systems o Water & Sewer Hookup

231-943-4710

16 S. West Silver Lake Road, * Traverse City

BIRCHW@O®D. McCaffrey

Construction Company

16 MyNorth.com

Painting & Decorating

231.439.1600

Harbor Springs, MI

www.birchwoodconstruction.net

FROM TOP: ADAM JABLONSKI. MICHAEL POEHLMAN.

The renovation ended up taking 16 months. “In looking back, it’s almost sur-
real that it ended up working out better than the actual vision,” Megan says.
“The project entailed very close collaboration with Suzannah Tobin, the architect.
She was amazing. There were many frustrating periods but in my professional
experience, anything good that you're creating can be extremely frustrating. You
just have to move through it, one foot in front of the other. All in all, it was a great
life learning experience. It's also fulfilling to know that we've creatively restored a
historic downtown Traverse City building.”

Nowadays, the lights glowing in the home’s windows are visible from bustling
Union Street—a scene that breathes warmth and energy into the streetscape.
Inside the home, there is enough love and laughter to make the old structure live
as it never has before. #

Elizabeth Edwards is managing editor of Northern Home & Cottage. lissa@traversemagazine.com.
FIND RESOURCES FOR THIS HOME ON PAGE 19.

The orange chair in the foyer is called the

Coralio by Fernando and Humberto from
Luminaire. Marty Rhein of BAC Design Group
designed the kitchen. The custom cabinetry
is by Eyewood Design of Interlochen and the
marble island tops are by Traverse City’s
Stratus Marble and Granite.
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“When done beautifully, Architecture will have
the same power over the mind and spirit as music
or poetry or any works of art, creating meaningful

human experiences.”

JOSEPH MOSEY

ARCHITECTURE, ENC.

Elk Rapids Northville
231.498.2500 248.515.4477

A AVIre e ists. . .
environmentalartists.com josephmoseyarchitecture.com

VIRGINIATILE

www.virginiatile.com

GRAND RAPIDS

DETROIT |
CHICAGO ;:.‘:2- —
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Product Shown: New Ravenna Kings
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ARCHITECT
Suzannah Tobin, Traverse City, 231.883.9146, suzannah-
tobin.com

BUILDER
Bradley Warren, 45th Parallel Construction Management,
Traverse City, 231.933.9611

INTERIOR DESIGN
Stephanie Wirth, Leo Designs, Chicago, 872.829.3172,
leodesignschicago.com

KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
Marty Rhein, BAC Group, Traverse City, 231.941.0014,
bacdesigntc.com

TILE
Stratus Marble & Granite, Traverse City, 231.929.2848,
stratusmarble.com

CUSTOM FURNITURE & BARN DOORS
Olive Creek Furniture and Cabinets, Traverse City,
231.645.0919, olivecreekfurniture.com

CUSTOM CABINETRY
Eyewood Design, Interlochen, 231.275.5457, eyewood.com

MASONRY
Therrien Block Masonry & Excavating, 231.275.7150

BELOW: MICHAEL POEHLMAN.

From left: Stephanie Wirth
and Megan Madion.

EVERYTHING
FOR YOUR

HOME THEATRE,

EXCEPT THE POPCORN.

WdAdARA technoLocies

SOUND wiTH VISION &2

waaratechnologies.com $ Home Automation ¢ Lighting Control ¢ Audio/Video

Visit our showraom located in the Warehouse Marketplace, Traverse City.

‘

Make room for

It's your home.
When you re-imagine your space, it's your life that gets a redesign.
Transform yours with all the details that make home a happy place.

Our showroom product experts share your passion for getting it
right, helping you select the perfect bath, kitchen and lighting
products for your building or remodeling project.

£5FERGUSON

Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery

Grand Rapids (616) 356-1198 Traverse City
Petoskey (231) 487-1630 Ann Arbor
Saginaw (989) 799-7580 Kalamazoo

(231) 946-1490
(734) 761-8820
(269) 349-6608

FERGUSON.COM

©2014 Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

Northern Home &Cottage  FeB|lMAR15  NHC19





